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§403.730 Condition of participation:
Patient rights.

An RNHCI must protect and promote
each patient’s rights.

(a) Standard: Notice of rights.
RNHCI must do the following:

(1) Inform each patient of his or her
rights in advance of furnishing patient
care.

(2) Have a process for prompt resolu-
tion of grievances, including a specific
person within the facility whom a pa-
tient may contact to file a grievance.
In addition, the facility must provide
patients with information about the fa-
cility’s process as well as with contact
information for appropriate State and
Federal resources.

(b) Standard: Exercise of rights. The
patient has the right to:

(1) Be informed of his or her rights
and to participate in the development
and implementation of his or her plan
of care.

(2) Make decisions regarding his or
her care, including transfer and dis-
charge from the RNHCI. (See §403.736
for discharge and transfer require-
ments.)

(3) Formulate advance directives and
expect staff who furnish care in the
RNHCI to comply with those direc-
tives, in accordance with part 489, sub-
part I of this chapter. For purposes of
conforming with the requirement in
§489.102 that there be documentation in
the patient’s medical records con-
cerning advanced directives, the pa-
tient care records of a beneficiary in an
RNHCI are equivalent to medical
records held by other providers.

(c) Standard: Privacy and safety. The
patient has the right to the following:

(1) Personal privacy.

(2) Care in a safe setting.

(3) Freedom from verbal, psycho-
logical, and physical abuse, and mis-
appropriation of property.

(4) Freedom from the use of re-
straints.

(5) Freedom from involuntary seclu-
sion.

(d) Standard: Confidentiality of patient
records. For any patient care records or
election information it maintains on
patients, the RNHCI must establish
procedures to do the following:

(1) Safeguard the privacy of any in-
formation that identifies a particular
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patient. Information from, or copies of,
records may be released only to au-
thorized individuals, and the RNHCI
must ensure that unauthorized individ-
uals cannot gain access to or alter pa-
tient records. Original patient care
records must be released only in ac-
cordance with Federal or State laws,
court orders, or subpoenas.

(2) Maintain the records and informa-
tion in an accurate and timely manner.

(3) Ensure timely access by patients
to the records and other information
that pertains to that patient.

(4) Abide by all Federal and State
laws regarding confidentiality and dis-
closure for patient care records and
election information.

§403.732 Condition of participation:
Quality assessment and perform-
ance improvement.

The RNHCI must develop, imple-
ment, and maintain a quality assess-
ment and performance improvement
program.

(a) Standard: Program scope. (1) The
quality assessment and performance
improvement program must include,
but is not limited to, measures to
evaluate:

(i) Access to care.

(ii) Patient satisfaction.

(iii) Staff performance.

(iv) Complaints and grievances.

(v) Discharge planning activities.

(vi) Safety issues, including physical
environment.

(2) In each of the areas listed in para-
graph (a)(1) of this section, and any
other areas the RNHCI includes, the
RNHCI must do the following:

(i) Define quality assessment and per-
formance improvement measures.

(ii) Describe and outline quality as-
sessment and performance improve-
ment activities appropriate for the
services furnished by or in the RNHCI.

(iii) Measure, analyze, and track per-
formance that reflect care and RNHCI
processes.

(iv) Inform all patients, in writing, of
the scope and responsibilities of the
quality assessment and performance
improvement program.

(3) The RNHCI must set priorities for
performance improvement, considering
the prevalence of and severity of iden-
tified problems.



§403.734

(4) The RNHCI must act to make per-
formance improvements and must
track performance to assure that im-
provements are sustained.

(b) Standard: Program responsibilities.
(1) The governing body, administra-
tion, and staff are responsible for en-
suring that the quality assessment and
performance improvement program ad-
dresses identified priorities in the
RNHCI and are responsible for the de-
velopment, implementation, mainte-
nance, and performance improvement
of assessment actions.

(2) The RNHCI must include all pro-
grams, departments, functions, and
contracted services when developing,
implementing, maintaining, and evalu-
ating the program of quality assess-
ment and performance improvement.

§403.734 Condition of participation:
Food services.

The RNHCI must have an organized
food service that is directed and ade-
quately staffed by qualified personnel.

(a) Standard: Sanitary conditions. The
RNHCI must furnish food to the pa-
tient that is obtained, stored, prepared,
distributed, and served under sanitary
conditions.

(b) Standard: Meals. The RNHCI must
serve meals that furnish each patient
with adequate nourishment in accord-
ance with the recommended dietary al-
lowances of the Food and Nutrition
Board of the National Research Coun-
cil, National Academy of Sciences. The
RNHCI must do the following:

(1) Furnish food that is palatable, at-
tractive, and at the proper temperature
and consistency.

(2) Offer substitutes of similar nour-
ishment to patients who refuse food
served or desire alternative choices.

(3) Furnish meals at regular times
comparable to normal mealtimes in
the community. There must be no
more than 14 hours between a substan-
tial evening meal and breakfast the
following day.

(4) The RNHCI must offer snacks at
bedtime.

§403.736 Condition of participation:
Discharge planning.
The RNHCI must have in effect a dis-
charge planning process that applies to
all patients. The process must assure
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that appropriate post-institution serv-
ices are obtained for each patient, as
necessary.

(a) Standard: Discharge planning eval-
uation. (1) The RNHCI must assess the
need for a discharge plan for any pa-
tient identified as likely to suffer ad-
verse consequences if there is no plan-
ning and for any other patient upon his
or her request or at the request of his
or her legal representative. This dis-
charge planning evaluation must be
initiated at admission and must in-
clude the following:

(i) An assessment of the possibility of
a patient needing post-RNHCI services
and of the availability of those serv-
ices.

(ii) An assessment of the probability
of a patient’s capacity for self-care or
of the possibility of the patient being
cared for in the environment from
which he or she entered the RNHCI.

(2) The staff must complete the as-
sessment on a timely basis so that ar-
rangements for post-RNHCI care are
made before discharge and so that un-
necessary delays in discharge are
avoided.

(3) The discharge planning evaluation
must be included in the patient’s care
record for use in establishing an appro-
priate discharge plan. Staff must dis-
cuss the results of the discharge plan-
ning evaluation with the patient or a
legal representative acting on his or
her behalf.

(b) Standard: Discharge plan. (1) If the
discharge planning evaluation indi-
cates a need for a discharge plan, quali-
fied and experienced personnel must
develop or supervise the development
of the plan.

(2) In the absence of a finding by the
RNHCI that the beneficiary needs a
discharge plan, the beneficiary or his
or her legal representative may request
a discharge plan. In this case, the
RNHCI must develop a discharge plan
for the beneficiary.

(3) The RNHCI must arrange for the
initial implementation of the bene-
ficiary’s discharge plan.

(4) If there are factors that may af-
fect continuing care needs or the ap-
propriateness of the discharge plan, the
RNHCI must reevaluate the bene-
ficiary’s discharge plan.
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